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In South Mexico, a Forest and Culture Die

To the Editor:
“Loss of Tropical Forests 1s Found
fuch Worse Thun Was Thought”
(front page, Junie 8). We would like to
bring to your attention the destruc-
tion of a rain forest much closer to the
border of the United States. The
Major Peten, the forested areas of
southern Mexice, the Pelen in Guate-
mala and the northern portion of Be-
hize, constitutes the second largest
tropical forest area in the Americas.
At the present: rate of destruction,
these forests will disappear in 70 to 75
years. The loss would seriously di-
minish the genetic pool and have a
dramatic impact on natural produc-
tivity throughout the hemisphere,
Equally tragic is the impact of in-
creased deforestation en the indige-
nous peoples of the rain forest. The
Major Peten, for example, has been
"home to the Maya culture (or more
than 3,500 years. As well as deforesta-
tion, this region is subject to destruc-
tion and suffering from the civil war
raging in Guatemala. This rapid de-
forestation will mean the end of a way
of life for such rain forest cultures as
the Mayan Lacandon of southern-
most Mexico.
We should remember the words of
“Our Common Future,” a 1987 report
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R
. Thomae Kerr
of the United Nations World Conmnis-
sion on Environment and Deveiep-
ment: “The starting point for a just
and humane policy is the recognition
and protection of rights’’ — of indige-
nous peoples — “‘to land and the other
resources that sustain their way of
life.” IGNACIO MARCH, KURT RUSs50

Bellingham, Wash., June 13, 1950
The writers are, respectively, vice
president of Ecosfera (Mexico) arnid
director of the Luwmmi tribe Lacan-
don Rain Forest project.




